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Worksop Amateur Radio Society 

NEWSLETTER 

November 2015 

H 
ello everyone, 

Welcome to the November issue of Worksop Amateur Radio Society 
newsletter.  

  

We are nearly at the end of 2015 and, as there won't be another newsletter until 
January, I make no apologies for one or two early festive touches to this edition! 

The year is not quite over though – there are still some Club events to look 
forward to before the end of the year – a couple of interesting Thursday night talks 
(Oscilloscopes then Worked All Britain), our Children in Need and YOTA special 
event stations, the annual Christmas Party, and the final 
few UKAC Contests before we find out if we have 
improved our individual and overall positions. See 
elsewhere in this newsletter for further details and the 
back page for dates for your diary.  

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our Club 

members! 
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Committee News 

Following the AGM on 20th October, we have a new Committee in place: 
 
President:     Roy Henson M0ROY 
Vice President:   Paul Archer M0PJA 
Chairman:    Martin Fearn M0ZMF 
Treasurer:    Steve Hambleton G0EAK 
Secretary:    Fred Pickersgill G3XXN 
Exam Manager:   Carol Archer M6ZCA 
Bar Manager:   Andrea Bostock M0LLW 
Young People Rep:  Jack Fearn M6JMF 
Committee members:  Maurice Edmond 2E0BRY 
      Roy Frettsome G4WPW 
      Richard Boyes 2E0FBF 
      Steve White 2E0TKC 
Trustees:    Peter Nettleton M0XKF 
      Derrick Webster M0BDD 
 
As many of you will know, Peter Nettleton decided to step down from the position of 
Treasurer/Secretary at this year's AGM after 14 years on the Committee.  We are 
not losing him altogether though – he has agreed to become one of the Club's 
trustees. Peter was presented with a thank-you gift and card from fellow Committee 
members on behalf of the Club. 

 

New Members 

Welcome back to Lisa Bourn M6LCP who has re-joined the Society. 
 

 

Important notice from new Treasurer Steve Hambleton: 

 

Having taken over from Peter Nettleton as Treasurer at the AGM I just want to let 
people know how things will operate in terms of paying for membership, course 
and exam fees etc.  

I will usually be at the club on a Thursday evening so payments can be made 
direct to me and a receipt will be issued to you. I will not be a regular visitor to 
the club on Tuesdays so in my absence please make any payments to Andrea, 
M0LLW, who will issue a receipt and pass on the money to me. 

Thanks, 

Steve G0EAK 
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Exam and Tuition News 

Many congratulations to Tony Purnell (M6KTP), Stuart Neale (M6SXN) and Tina 
Hayes (M6THN) who passed their 
Foundation exam in September. Tony 
has already been bitten by the 
contesting bug and has contributed 
some big scores to the Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And well done to Ron Fletcher who sailed through 
his Foundation exam on 9th November at the 
second attempt. Not bad for an 80yr-old (and he 
doesn’t mind me giving away his age!)  

 

We have a group of members currently studying hard and  preparing 

to take their Intermediate exam in December so good luck guys! 

 

 

 

Just a reminder that the 4 week  Maths Primer 
course begins on Thursday, 7th January 2016 in 
preparation for the Advanced course which will 
commence immediately afterwards i.e 4th 
February. The course will last for 12 weeks.  

Prospective students will be asked to do a mock 
Intermediate exam paper prior to the commencement of the course to help identify 

any possible weak spots that the tutors can then address.  

If you are interested in doing the Advanced course, please speak to any of the 

tutors, or the Exam Secretary at the Club and they will point you in the right 

direction. 

 

Tony M6TKP,  Stuart M6SXN and Tina M6THN 

Ron Fletcher 
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Club News 

Membership database update 

I have completed the updating of the 
membership database with the 
exception of the records of 21 people 
who have not return their  forms. This is 
probably because they haven’t been to 
the Club in a while so I have sent letters 
to them at their last known address and 
hope they get back in touch! 

The Corporate members list on the 
Club’s website has also been updated. 

 

 

 

Club renovations 

Martin M0ZMF has been busy at the 
Club reorganising the kitchen.  

He’s fitted a new water boiler (no more 
boiling kettles or remembering to heat 
up the urn) and he’s remodelled the 
cupboard that holds the coffee mugs to 
make room for an extra microwave 
oven.  

 

 

 

 

 

Shaun’s a star! 

Congratulations to Shaun M6SNS who 
was recently awarded a certificate of 
merit  for winning the 2015 World Wide 
WPX Contest SSB rookie low power 10 
metres division— placed 1st in England 
and 5th in Europe!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Party Tickets on Sale 

now! 

This year’s Christmas party will be held 
on Tuesday, 15th December, from 
6.30pm and, as last year, admission is 
by ticket only.  

Tickets cost £1.00 each and this is also 
your entry into a raffle which will be 
drawn on the night. Tickets are limited 
to one per member plus one guest. 
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MONTHLY AWARD.... 

Right folks, something a little 

different…... 

Several of us have noticed that the 
standard of radio operation and 
etiquette has declined somewhat and 
we’d like to do something to address 
this, to promote good operating 
practice. 

Each month we shall be presenting an 
award to any licencee that shows good 
radio practice/etiquette on air and their 
ability to generate good radio activity.  

This will include all classes of licence, 
old and new. Hopefully this will send 
out a message to fellow hams all 
around us that we do actually care 
about our hobby, and that this will 
spread out from our club for others to 
follow. The winning candidate will 
receive a certificate and also for a little 
treat, a free meal from the bar menu 
with a drink included ....... I also see no 
reason in future why we couldn't extend 
this award beyond the club to fellow 
hams with some publicity thrown in. 

Martin M0ZMF 

 

Useful stuff:  

 

Ethics and Operating Procedures for 
the radio amateur (IARU website) 

DX Code of Conduct (full version) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Increasing activity on VHF/UHF 
 
This was the subject of one of the 
workshop sessions at the RSGB 
Convention this year and, following on 
from this, Paul M0PJA gave a talk at 
the Club on 29th October using the 
PowerPoint slides from the Convention 
to generate discussion.  
 
Why do we need to increase activity on 
the VHF/UHF bands? Well, as the 
saying goes – if you don't use it, you 
lose it! 
 
Amateur activity seems to be 
declining—there seems to be little 
activity across the bands except for 
Tuesday night contesting which has 
become very popular since it started in 
2008. 125 clubs/groups have 
participated to date this year (fixed and 
portable stations)  so why aren’t the 
fixed stations, with all the gear and 
antennas, active at other times?   
 
Another reason for lack of activity might  
be that a lot of newly licenced amateurs 
come on with a low powered handheld, 
are disappointed with the lack of 
contacts so move on to HF or give up. 
 
There are 250 repeaters across the UK 
(analogue and digital) but usage is 
relatively low—why? 

 
At the Club we are 
going to try the 
following, but we 
need YOU to join in, 
and not just wait for 
someone else to call 
CQ. We are going to 
try the following Radio 
Activity times: 

 

http://www.iaru-r1.org/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=&func=fileinfo&id=367
http://www.iaru-r1.org/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=&func=fileinfo&id=367
http://www.dx-code.org/english.html
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Wednesday evenings 20:00 to 22:00 and Sunday mornings  08:00 to 10:00 on 
the following basis: 

Week 1:  Activity on 2m - in one or more local nets 

Week 2: Activity on 70cms - in one or more local nets 

Week 3: QSO League - getting as many members in QSOs and we can and 

keeping the results in a League (this is not a Contest !!) 70cms, 2m, 4m, 6m 

Week 4:  Activity on 6m - in one or more local nets 

Week 5:  Activity on 4m - in one or more local nets 

All activity initially on FM - but we could move on to other modes. Keep an eye on 
Facebook for who is on and JOIN IN !. 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page to find out who is on and when. 

 
Children in Need 

 
WARS is once again supporting Children in 
Need and our Special Event call sign GB0CIN 
will be active on Friday and Saturday 13th and 
14th November from 9am both days until late 
each evening. Operation on HF, 6m, 4m, 2m, 
70cm with Voice, CW and Data. 
 
Operators, loggers and supporters needed!  Please let Steve G0EAK know if you 
can help out and on which days/times. If you can't get down to the Club, please 
listen out for us and give us a call. 

 

Food and refreshments will be available on both days with such delights as stew 
and dumplings, shepherds pie, bacon butties, sausage butties, jacket spuds, full 
breakfast, burgers and of course chips (home made until they run out! ) Hopefully 
there will be cakes and puddings too of one sort or another.    

There will also be a Bake Sale and Coffee Morning  on Saturday from 10am until 
1.00pm, with homemade cakes and goodies and some fundraising activities.  

 

All are welcome.  See you there! 
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WARS Camping Group 
 
If you don't already know, WARS has 
a Camping section which is open to 
any WARS member with an interest in 
combining amateur radio with 
camping. Join the Facebook group to 
be kept informed of dates and 
activities. 
 
Our last outing was a fab weekend at 
Haxey Quays in October—the 
weather was great and an extra 
dimension was added with the 
opportunity to do a bit of canoeing, 
thanks to Paul and Carol Archer. 
Using borrowed canoes from the 
Archers local Scout group several 
confirmed landlubbers were given an 
expert introduction to canoeing and 
are now converted and want to do it 
all again!   
We did have a 'man overboard' 
incident on Saturday courtesy of 
Derek and Bradley  but it all ended 
well, just a bit soggy! 
 

 
 
We have some provisional dates on 
next year's calendar for more 
weekend camping adventures: 
 
March 18/19/20   
Camping weekend details TBA 
 
May 27/28/29   
Camping and canoeing weekend, 
Haxey Quays 
 
July 1/ 2/ 3    
VHF National Field Day details TBA 
 
July 30/31 
IOTA on Isle of Arran 
 
September 9/10/11  
Camping and canoeing weekend 
details TBA 
   
October 7/8/9   
Camping and canoeing weekend 
details TBA 
 

Jack M6JMF has made a brilliant video of 

the weekend’s watery antics which you can 

find on YouTube  

More pictures are available on the 

Members Facebook page in the Album 

titled 5th October. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scKAhw_wypw
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Jamboree On The Air  report from w/e 17th/18th Oct 

Well, what an incredible weekend we had!  Paul M0PJA had 
worked hard and done his bit by publicising the event and had 
contacted scouting groups within South Yorkshire and Bassetlaw 
and District  but we weren't exactly filled with confidence when, a 
couple of days before, he said he wasn't quite sure  if any 
Beavers/Cub/Scouts would turn up!  Well we needn't have 
worried. On time and on form, first through the doors on Saturday morning were 
the District and Deputy District Commissioners followed by a steady stream of 
uniformed boys and girls, parents, and Scouting leaders. Over the two days we 
were delighted to welcome 35 youngsters to our Club. 

 

We had a registration table set up where 
each young person filled in a form with 
their name (spelt in phonetics), their cub/
beaver/scout group, hobbies and favourite 
scouting activity intended as a prompt to 
help when talking on air.  

 
 

 
 
Next they proceeded to the Morse table 
where Gary M0HOB told them a bit about 
the history of Morse and they learned to 
tap out their name with a Morse key.  
 
 
Then it was on to the radios for a brief 
introduction to how a radio works, how to tune around and how to use a mic. After 
that, there was no stopping them!  

 
 
 

 
In the VHF shack 
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In the Teaching Room with Paul 
M0PJA learning about data 
modes—psk31 in this case. 
Using information from the 
pskreporter website, look where 
our signals got to……. 

 

Running on a loop all weekend was the RSGB's new youth video 'Amateur Radio a 
hobby for the 21st century' (click and watch it on YouTube or from the G3RCW 
website—it’s good!) and we had several radio related leaflets and magazines 
placed around the main room. We'd also tidied up our noticeboards to make room 
for several photos of recent WARS activities 
(VHF Field Day, camping and canoeing 
weekend, last year's YOTA event and  ARDF 
'fox-hunt') to promote the fun element of 
amateur radio. 
 
It was so refreshing to witness the youngsters  
enthusiasm and eagerness to learn,  and the 
smiles on their parents' faces as they sat and 
listened to their offspring speaking on air said it 
all.  
Over the weekend we helped the youngsters make 172 Qsos and worked the 
following countries;  

Austria, Balearic Isles, Canary Isles., Czech Republic., England, Estonia, France, 
Germany. Iceland, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Russia (European) Serbia, 
Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, Wales 

Paul had a follow-up meeting with Scouting leaders at the beginning of November 
and we look forward to forging closer links with them over the coming months and 
keeping their interest in amateur radio going. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8x6x_6mDVlQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8x6x_6mDVlQ
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RSGB News 

RSGB Convention 2015 

Six members of WARS 
attended the RSGB 
Convention this year. For 
one – Gary M0ONI - it 
was the first time. Here's 
his 'first-timer’ impressions..... 

Thoughts of an RSGB Convention 

Novice on this year’s Convention. 

 

I have never attended the RSGB 
Convention before but, having heard 
good reports of previous year’s 
offerings I decided to give it a try this 
year. As a single attendee the price can 
be a bit expensive but couples can 
obtain better value for money, so 
definitely consider taking your other half 
(if you have one). You never know it 
might spark their interest in Amateur 
Radio if they are not already hooked, if 
not then I’m reliably informed that there 
are local shopping opportunities etc. 

This year’s Convention was held in 
Milton Keynes, very close to Bletchley 
Park. This one time secret home to the 
now well known code breakers, and 
recently shown in the film The Imitation 
Game, is now a museum that 
celebrates the code-breakers 
magnificent achievements. Bletchley 
Park is also home to  the National 
Radio Centre 

We visited Bletchley Park prior to 
checking in to the Convention and 
unsurprisingly bumped into several 
hams that we knew. It’s well worth a 
visit and RSGB Members can 
download a voucher from the RSGB 
website to gain free entry to Bletchley 
Park and to the National Radio Centre, 
(usually £16.75 per person) Visitors 
who hold an amateur radio licence are 

welcome to operate the station for a 
short while if circumstances permit, but 
remember to take a copy of your 
licence with you. 

Unfortunately there is an additional 
charge for the National Museum of 
Computing and being a tight fisted 
Yorkshireman I decided to skip this 
exhibit!    

Following our visit to Bletchley Park we 
checked in to the Convention which 
was quite close by at Kents Hill 
Conference Centre. 

The ticket price included bed and 
breakfast for two nights, buffet supper 
on Friday and Dinner on Saturday 
evening. 

On checking in we were presented with 
a delegates pack, containing the 
schedule for the weekend, a delegate 
badge, numerous goodies and tickets 
for the two evening meals (if pre 
booked), additional tickets could be 
purchased for lunch for the weekend. 
The accommodation was very clean 
and comfortable, facilities on a par with 
many hotels and very close to the main 
convention rooms. The quality and 
selection of the food could not be 
faulted, most meals being ‘self service’ 
style with plenty of choice and quantity, 
no complaints there. 

The big let-down was the main evening 
dinner on Saturday. This was a plated 
meal served at the table by the dining 
room staff. The quality of the food was 
excellent but I think on this occasion 
they confused Haute Cuisine with Hide 
and Seek, The vegetables were literally 
hiding underneath the relatively small 
meat offering. At first we all waited 
expectantly for additional vegetables 
but discrete enquiries by one of our 
party soon elicited that this was the 
entire main course. Most of us had had 

http://www.nationalradiocentre.com/
http://www.nationalradiocentre.com/
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a busy day and had robust appetites 
but this offering would have struggled 
to fill my 18mth old grandson. This was 
very disappointing considering that this 
was the most expensive meal of the 
weekend and in stark contrast to the 
rest of the meals. Following the After 
Dinner Speeches (which were 
interesting and entertaining) two 
members of our party actually went out 
and brought back a takeaway which 
they consumed at the table whilst the 
rest of us looked on in envy. If I do 
attend the Convention again I think I’d 
give the Saturday Evening Dinner a 
miss and go out to a nice restaurant 
instead. 

The Convention itself was excellent, 
two full day programmes of lectures, 
build-a-thons and have a go sessions, 
running in several parallel streams. The 
choice was extensive and 
comprehensive including sessions on 
Amateur Radio on the ISS, 
presentations by DX teams, Contesting, 
Construction, Computing (Antenna 
Modelling, Raspberry Pi, Arduinos and 
Logging software were just a few of 
those on offer), and there were Awards 
presentations, Exams Sessions, 
Working with Young People, Cleaning 
up RFI, and using Oscilloscopes in the 
shack to name just a few more. There 
really was something for everyone and 
I, personally, was spoilt for choice and 
had to miss some chosen sessions 
because they clashed on the 
timetable—such was the choice that I 
could easily have filled 3 days if they’d 
been available.  

In summary..... 

Was it worth it? Yes!  Would I go 
again? Yes definitely! 

I can highly recommend an excellent 
weekend with good company, a great 

programme of events, good quality 
accommodation and food, but don’t 
forget your packed lunch if you go to 
the Gala Dinner!  Gary M0ONI 

 

RSGB Amateur Radio Survey 2015 

When RSGB last looked at its strategic 
goals part of the review involved a 
survey of the amateur radio community 
in 2010.  The information collected from 
the comprehensive questionnaire is 
now out of date so the RSGB is 
repeating the survey, with basically the 
same questions, to see how much 
things have changed. 

All UK radio amateurs are invited to 
take part (not just RSGB members). 
The on-line survey will be ‘live’ until 31 
December 2015 and an anonymous 
analysis of the data will be published on 
the RSGB website with a summary  in 
Radcom sometime in the first quarter of 
2016. 

The number of questions varies, 
depending on your circumstances. The 
survey should take between 10 and 30 
minutes to complete. As a Foundation 
licence holder of just over a year there 
were several questions that were not 
relevant to me so it didn’t take long for 
me to give my answers!  

Here is your chance to have your say 
about amateur radio in the UK. 

You can find the survey on the RSGB 
website. Right click on the link below 

Amateur Radio Survey   

or go to the home page of the RSGB 
and follow the link from there 

 

http://rsgb.org/main/rsgb-consultations/active-consultations/amateur-radio-survey-2015-2/
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Contesting News         Steve G0EAK 

 

RSGB VHF/UHF UKAC Contests 

The club continues to improve its place in the league tables for most bands 
although we have slipped a bit on 23cm in the last few months. 23cm is a difficult 
band with no club equipment and, with very few club members having the 
capability, we are restricted to just one or 2 entries each month.  

In recent months we have managed to get a few more stations operating  thanks to 
the Club and members loaning out equipment/antennas and lots of cunning plans! 
In the last few contests we have had between 10 and 12 stations active which is 
excellent. 

The most recent recruits to the contesting team are John Whitworth, M6JWG and 
Tony Purnell, M6KTP who have both operated portable recently and have 
submitted some impressive logs. As they develop their stations and gain more 
contesting experience they are hopefully going to be putting in some big scores 
next year.  

Our results to date are shown in the table below: 

N/C = no contest 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Band 2014 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June  Jul Aug Sept Oct Total 

clubs 

2m 17 18 16 16 14 14 13 13 13 13 12 115 

70c m 15 13 20 14 14 13 13 13 13 13 13 81 

23cm 20 19 20 10 11 11 12 15 17 18  59 

6m 13 09 13 08 07 08 11 11 11 12 10 85 

4m 13 N/C N/C 07 N/C N/C 07 N/C N/C 09 N/C 51 

Overall 

place 

17 15 15 15 12 12 12 13 13 13 13 127 
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Amateur Radio on the International Space 

Station (ARISS) and Tim Peake 

(This was the subject of one of the workshops at the RSGB 
convention this year and was extremely interesting, 
focussing on the amateur radio side of the mission and the 
involvement of UK schoolchildren) 

 

On Tuesday, 15th December  Major Tim Peake makes 
history as the first European Space Agency (ESA) British 
astronaut on board the International Space Station. His 6 
month mission ’Principia’ is based on Sir Isaac Newton’s Principia Mathematica—a 
book describing the principal laws of motion and gravity.  

Tim and fellow NASA  astronaut Tim Kopra and cosmonaut Yuri Malenchenko will 
travel to the space station in a Soyuz rocket. Lift-off will be from the Baikonur 
cosmodrome in Kazakhstan at 11:02:33 and it should take 6 hours to get to the 
space station. There will be huge national media interest in the event and you will 
be able to watch it ‘live’ on TV.  Tim also features in an Horizon special ‘How to be 
an Astronaut’ to be broadcast on December 13th. 

Thanks to collaboration between Amateur Radio on the International Space Station
(ARISS), the UK Space Agency, the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB) and the 
European Space Agency (ESA), UK school pupils will be able to contact Tim whilst 
he is on board the ISS via a scheduled amateur radio link-up.  

The first amateur radio equipment  was delivered to the ISS in September 2000 
and an amateur radio station was established on board for use by astronauts who 
are licenced radio amateurs. The very first amateur radio contacts were made in 
November 2000.   

Earlier this year an amateur radio enthusiast from Gloucestershire managed to 
make a 50 second contact with an American astronaut on board the ISS after 
plotting its route and working out when it would be passing over his home.  To hear 
the space station you don’t need any expensive equipment—a 2m hand-held will 
do. There is lots of useful information on how and when to hear the ISS on the 
AMSAT-UK website  and the ARISS website. 

 

Two Raspberry Pi units will accompany Tim to the ISS and he will 
use them to run experiments and applications designed by UK 
school students. As Tim runs each experiment he will send down 
the data so that the schoolchildren can see what they have 
managed to achieve and should the code need modifying they 
can send it back up to Tim. 

To learn more about AstroPi, have a look at their website 

 

Follow Tim Peake on his Facebook page  and on Twitter 

http://www.ariss.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-space-agency
http://amsat-uk.org/beginners/how-to-hear-the-iss/
http://www.ariss.org/contact-the-iss.html
http://astro-pi.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ESATimPeake/
https://twitter.com/astro_timpeake
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Special Events coming up….. 

 

Youngsters on the Air   

During December, WARS will be one of 14 groups from around the UK that will be 

participating in the annual YOTA Month, using the call sign G15YOTA. We have 

use of the call sign on Sunday, 20th December.  

The purpose of YOTA is to engage non-licenced youngsters in the hobby with the 

hope of encouraging them to take their Foundation licence. It’s also a great 

opportunity for our own young people that are already licenced to operate a Special 

Event Station where they are the focus of attention. Please look out for further 

information from Paul M0PJA who is organising this and be prepared to lend a 

hand on the day. Thanks. 

 

 

SOS Radio Week 2016 

SOS Radio Week 2016  runs from midnight on 

Saturday, 23rd January to 23.59 on Sunday, 31st 

January. This coincides with RNLI’s own SOS Day on Friday, 29th January 2016.  

Once again, WARS will be setting up a weekend Special Event Station. This year’s 

national event will be run on a slightly different format than in previous years—

instead of making it a predominately fund-raising event it’s going to be a 

celebration event.  

Participants will still be encouraged to raise funds for the RNLI but the accent will 

be on promoting the work of the brave crews. 

Keep an eye on Facebook and the G3RCW website for more information shortly. 
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Diary dates: 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
Thursday, 12th  Talk on Oscilloscopes  Fred G3XXN 

Friday,  13th   Children in Need Special Event Station  GB0CIN 

Saturday, 14th  Children in Need Special Event Station  GB0CIN 

Tuesday, 17th   WARS Committee meeting 

 
DECEMBER 
 
Thursday, 3rd   Talk on Worked All Britain (WAB)  Krystyna 2E0KSH 
Sunday, 13th    Intermediate Exam 

Tuesday, 15th   WARS Christmas Party. Ticket only event. 
Thursday, 17th   RSGB Winter Briefing 

Sunday, 20th    Young People on the Air (YOTA) Special Event Station 
 
JANUARY 2016 
 
Thursday 7th     Maths Primer course begins  
Saturday, 23rd   Launch of SOS Radio Week. We'll be holding a Special  
     Event Station – details to follow 
 
APRIL 
 
Saturday, 23rd  RSGB AGM, Glasgow 
 
OCTOBER 
 
Friday 7th   RSGB Convention 
 
 
 

Please note: 

On Thursday evenings when we have a speaker organised the kitchen will 

be open for food and drinks prior to the event, between 7pm and 8pm, after 

which time it will close. 

Normal service will be resumed once the Speaker has finished. 

Thanks in advance for your co-operation.  
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